of specific activities for students and Young Professionals (YP). This meeting is intended to be the premier international forum to exchange state-of-the-art research ideas in antennas, propagation, electromagnetic engineering, and radio science. It will provide attendees with the opportunity to interact with leading experts in antennas and propagation from academia, industry, and government. We welcome you to attend the conference, workshops, CCM, and awards function.
I am pleased to report that, as of December 2017, we have received a record 123 annual reports for Chapter activities. Based on this information, more than 70% of the AP-S Chapters are active, which is among the highest for IEEE Societies. The following initiatives have played an important role in the growth of new Chapters and the increase in AP-S membership: 1) establishing and maintaining communication with Chapter officers 2) providing help to rejuvenate inactive Chapters 3) offering assistance in submitting petitions for forming new Chapters 4) addressing the concerns and problems that are raised by the Chapter officers and members 5) presenting training materials to the Chapter officers and researching what is important for the benefit of members 6) coordinating with Chapter officers, local IEEE Sections, and IEEE headquarters for opening a new Chapter bank account 7) providing a seamless application submission process for receiving grants to support travel for attending the CCM, special project funding, a nd outstand ing Chapter award recognition.
OUR STRATEGY
To maintain our continuous growth and sustainability, which are the main parameters of a healthy and stable Society, I have outlined the following three considerations: short-and long term goals, planning, and process (motivating volunteers).
SHORT-AND LONG-TERM GOALS
Some short-and long-term goals for the Society are to ■ improve value to AP-S members ■ improve services and opportunities for young graduate engineers and professionals through engagement. 
PLANNING

PROCESSES (MOTIVATING VOLUNTEERS)
The process for achieving these goals includes the following: ■ be respectful of volunteers and their time (planning efforts) ■ ensure that volunteers feel that their contributions are important. Many Chapters have organized numerous technical seminars, workshops, and tutorials for our members around the world. In addition to technical activities, many Chapters have also organized professional talks, outreach drives, and social events. It is very important for Chapters to upload the events at IEEE vTools (https://meetings. vtools.ieee.org) and to submit their L31 report so Chapters can remain active and eligible for financial support from the IEEE.
Forming new Chapters is an excellent way to ensure that our IEEE Members can be served at the local level, which is crucial for the future well-being of our Society in a global environment. If you are interested in establishing a new AP-S Chapter, please feel free to contact me, and I will guide you through the petition process. I am glad to share the good news that several AP-S Student Branch Chapters were established in 2017.
OUTSTANDING AP-S CHAPTER AWARD
Last year, 12 AP-S Chapters, both independent and joint, were nominated for the 2017 Outstanding Chapter Award. The selection of the Outstanding Chapter Award winner follows a rigorous process because it involves many factors, including technical events, involvement with local IEEE volunteers, membership drive, and engagement. A committee has been established for reviewing 2017 award nominations. The details of this award follow. ■ Description: The purpose of the award is to annually recognize a n outstanding Chapter of the IEEE AP-S. 
IEEE ULRICH L. ROHDE HUMANTARIAN TECHNICAL FIELD PROJECTS AWARD
I would like to highlight Dr. Ulrich L. Rohde's donation of US$100,000 for IEEE SIGHT, which funds humanitarian projects using antenna propagation and wireless communication advancement technology. Annual awards will be given to the top proposals (two proposals maximum, US$10,000 award) submitted by the members of the IEEE AP-S. The objective is to provide low-cost solutions for humanitarian technology and a clear path for low-cost production so that technology can be available to everyone. This award is intended to engage and motivate our Society members. Innovative proposals will be solicited from various AP-S Chapters from around the world. Recipients of the award will receive funds to develop and construct the winning projects selected by the award committee.
Project proposals can be sent to AP-S SIGHT Chair Dr. Ajay Kumar Poddar before 1 March 2018 at akpoddar@ ieee.org. The award selection process is in line with IEEE SIGHT and Humanitarian Activity Committee Project Awards. The evaluation of proposals will be based primarily on technical content. After the project's completion, the awards committee will explore follow-up activities for the lowcost production of the proposed technology, which is the key requirement for humanitarian needs. The announcement of the winner will be made at the annual awards ceremony of the IEEE AP-S flagship conference. The recipient will receive a plaque and a cash prize for the completion of the project. The name(s) of the award recipient(s) will be published in IEEE Antennas and Propagation Magazine and on the IEEE AP-S website. A complete explanation of the technology will be uploaded to the IEEE AP-S SIGHT website (https:// www.ieeeaps.org/committees/ieeeaps-sight).
32ND ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM AND MINI-SHOW
The AP/MTT Joint Society Chapter held their 32nd Annual Symposium and Mini-Show on Thursday, 5 October 2017, in the Hanover Manor in East Hanover, New Jersey. This conference (http://sites.ieee.org/northjersey/events/2017-ap-mtt-symposium/), which consisted of technical sessions from 8:50 a.m. to 4:40 p.m. and a mini-show featuring the latest products from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., has been held successfully for more than 30 years. The total number of attendees exceeded 300, and registration and food (breakfast, lunch, and refreshments) were free to all attendees and exhibitors. The exhibition section, shown in Figure 1 , showcased products on microwave and photonicsbased electronics, with more than 50 industry-leaders participating.
The success of the regional conference would not have been possible without the tireless efforts of IEEE North Jersey Section volunteers and its Executive Committee members. The IEEE North Jersey Section AP/MTT Joint Chapter raised the bar by organizing a record number of high-quality technical events (more than 50 technical talks). Dr. Reena Dahle, professor at the State University of New York, New Paltz, gave a talk, "3-D Printing Applications in RF and Antenna Design," for which she was awarded a plaque ( Figure 2 ).
IEEE ROMANIA AP-S CHAPTER
The IEEE Romania AP-S Chapter was established 1 March 2017 and held its first technical, exploratory meeting on 19-20 September 2017 in Timisoara. The aim was to provide the Chapter members with knowledge of mutual interests and results in the AP-S field. The meeting was partly supported by the local antenna industry, Romkatel/Kathrein Romania. The first day (Figure 3 ) included a session of technical presentations hosted by University Politehnica of Timisoara. There were presentations from both academia and industry, including those by Razvan Tamas (Constanta Maritime University, Chapter chair), Alina Badescu (University Politehnica of Bucharest, Chapter vice chair), Marius Otesteanu (University Politehnica of Timisoara, vice rector), Florin Alexa (University Politehnica of Timisoara, Faculty of Electronics, dean), Diana Bucur (Romkatel/Kathrein Romania), Teodor Petrita (National Authority for Management and Regulation in Communications), Tudor Palade (Technical University of Cluj-Napoca), Aldo de Sabata (University Politehnica of Timisoara), Romeo Cosnita (University of Medicine and Pharmacy of Timisoara), and Liviu Soflete (ham radio, YO2BCT). The second day included a visit to the Romkatel/Kathrein Romania antenna factory (Figure 4) . 
